CITY OF BLOOMING GROVE
CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
July 6, 2026

The City Council of the City of Blooming Grove held a regular meeting on Monday, July 6,
2026, at City Hall. The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Mayor Ashley Mahone.

ROLL CALL

Members present were Mayor Ashley Mahone; Council Members Bill Carroll, Renee Watson,
Haley Ehly, Sarah Southard and Jody Gantt; City Secretary Carrie Sweeney and Utility
Superintendent Rory Evans.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Renee Watson made a motion, seconded by Haley Ehly, to approve the June meeting minutes.
The motion carried.

VISITORS
Visitors present were Kent and Marlene Ferrell and Paul Borsellino.

DEPARTMENT REPORTS

Administration

City Secretary Carrie Sweeney informed the Council that the Budget Work workshop set for July
27" will need to be rescheduled. She will check with the Tax Assessor to see when the tax rate
calculations will be ready then reschedule the workshop.

Carrie updated the council that she and Mayor Mahone are still working with Grantworks on the
2036 Comprehensive Plan and are hoping to have it ready for adoption at the next council
meeting.

Carrie also reported that this year's July 4th parade had a great turnout and lasted more than 20
minutes.

Public Safety
Police Chief T.C. Lawhon was absent due to illness.

Public Works

Utility Superintendent Rory Evans informed the council that he is not ready to fill the Utility
Assistant position yet. There are some things that he would like to fix before he brings someone
on board. He mentioned that he has worked by himself for 2 years in the past and he will be able
to handle it.

A sensor at the pump station went out on July 4th, causing the Cla-Val not to work properly so
the tanks weren’t filling. He worked until about 10 p.m. to make sure the tanks filled.



Volunteer Reports

Mayor Mahone reported that the Vendors in the Park event for July 4® weekend seemed to do

well, but the Movie in the Park on Friday night may have been a little too late for most people

since it gets dark so late. It might be something to try again in the fall when it gets dark earlier.

PUBLIC HEARING

Mayor Mahone opened a Public Hearing to consider a request by Roger Mahoney for a Special
Use Permit for a carport at 605 Atkinson Street. The Public Hearing was closed at 6:42 p.m.,
with no speakers.

NEW BUSINESS

L.

Bill Carroll made a motion, seconded by Renee Watson to approve a Special Use Permit
request by Roger Mahoney for a carport at 605 Atkinson Street, on the condition that Mr.
Mahoney amends the site plan to include the proper set-backs. The motion carried.

Frank Steele with Anderson, Marx & Bohl presented the FY25 Audit, noting that overall,
the City 1s in good financial shape. Mayor Pro-Tem Bill Carroll mentioned his
disappointment that the audit was not completed by the deadline, taking away the
Council’s authority to levy a tax higher than the No-New-Revenue rate. Mr. Steele
assured the council that as long as everything is returned to them in a timely manner, they
should be able to complete the FY26 audit by the deadline. Haley Ehly made a motion
and Sarah Southard seconded to approve the FY25 Audit, as presented. The motion
carried.

Renee Watson made a motion and Haley Ehly seconded to approve the TXHB employee
healthcare renewal with an increase of 12%. The motion carried.

Renee Watson made a motion, seconded by Sarah Southard to table discussion on
replacing the waterline on Walker Street until next month when Rory will have an
estimate on the cost of materials. The motion carried.

Renee Watson made a motion, seconded by Haley Ehly to compensate Chris Bird for the
maximum allowable vacation and compensatory time hours in accordance with the
Personnel Handbook. The motion carried.

Renee Watson made a motion, seconded by Sarah Southard to approve the Public Use
Guarantee of Playground Equipment donation by the Blooming Grove ISD, with an
amendment to Article 5.1 that states that the City will not sell, transfer, convey, lease, or
otherwise dispose of the Equipment for value ““unless the City declares it as surplus
equipment”. The motion carried.

Haley Ehly made a motion, seconded by Sarah Southard to table acceptance of land
donation for use as a cemetery until next month. The motion carried.



DISCUSSION

The Council discussed options for generators and the possibility of the City purchasing a used
mobile generator since the ongoing grant through FEMA has been at a standstill. The Council
will discuss further when they have pricing for a generator and the electrical work.

The Mayor presented two quotes received for resurfacing the tennis court at the park. One quote
was for $14,000.00, and the other was $34,109.00. After discussion, the Council agreed to revisit
the matter once additional clarification is obtained regarding both quotes.

ADJOURNMENT
Haley Ehly made a motion, seconded by Renee Watson, to adjourn the meeting at 7:50 p.m. The
motion carried.

APPROVED:
Ashley Mahone, Mayor

ATTEST:
Carrie Sweeney, City Secretary




