
CITY OF BLOOMING GROVE 

CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

June 1, 2026 

The City Council of the City of Blooming Grove held a regular meeting on Monday, June 1, 

2026, at City Hall. The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Mayor Ashley Mahone. 

ROLL CALL 

Members present were Mayor Ashley Mahone; Council Members Bill Carroll, Renee Watson, 

Haley Ehly, Sarah Southard and Jody Gantt; City Secretary Carrie Sweeney, Court Clerk Deena 

Smith, Utility Superintendent Rory Evans, Assistant Utility Superintendent Chris Bird and Police 

Chief T.C. Lawhon. 

PRESENTATION OF CERTIFICATES OF ELECTION 

City Secretary Carrie Sweeney presented Certificates of Election to Mayor Ashley Mahone and 

Council Members Haley Ehly and Sarah Southard. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Renee Watson made a motion, seconded by Haley Ehly, to approve the May meeting minutes. 

The motion carried. 

SELECTION OF MAYOR PRO-TEM 

Renee Watson made a motion, seconded by Jody Gantt, to nominate Bill Carroll as Mayor Pro- 

Tem. The motion carried. 

VISITORS 

Visitors present were Billy Harlan and Lee Grounds with Blooming Grove ISD, Francis Zordilla 

with Claycomb & Associates, Brandon Armstrong with Grounds Construction, Mark Archibald 

with NavCo Chronicle, Ragjeana Beckham and Kent and Marlene Ferrell. 

OPEN FORUM 

Raejeana Beckham addressed the Council regarding Code Enforcement and UTVs. She 

presented the Council with pictures of a property in her neighborhood that she feels needs to be 

addressed by Code Enforcement due to the number of vehicles in the yard. She also expressed 

that there are a lot of off-road vehicles being driven all over town and feels that the Code of 

Ordinances should be changed to allow them with guidelines in place, similar to the Golf Cart 

Ordinance. 

DEPARTMENT REPORTS 

Administration 

City Secretary Carrie Sweeney reported that a special meeting will need to be scheduled to 

consider approval of the employee healthcare renewal as well as selecting a generator bid. She 

informed the Council that the City received a letter of non-compliance from the Attorney



General’s Office, as expected. Mayor Mahone sent a letter to the Attomey General’s office 
requesting consideration of waiving the penalty of not being able to adopt a tax rate above the 
no-new-revenue rate. There has not been a response from the Attorney General’s office. 

Public Safety 

Police Chief T.C. Lawhon reported that there was a good turnout for the Senior Parade. 

Public Works 

Utility Superintendent Rory Evans reported that everything is running fine. 

Volunteer Reports 

Mayor Mahone reminded everyone that there will be a community-wide garage sale on June 5% 
& 6" July 3" there will be Vendors in the Park and a movie at dark. The July 4% parade will be 
at 10:30 a.m. The Education Foundation will have a fundraiser immediately following the parade 
at the High School Gym. There will be a performance of “Old Glory™ at 2:00 p.m. at the 
Methodist Church. 

NEW BUSINESS 

1. Renee Watson made a motion, seconded by Bill Carroll to approve a Security Camera 
Policy that outlines who will have access to the cameras. The motion carried. 

2. Haley Ehly made a motion, seconded by Renee Watson to approve Ordinance 403, 
amending Chapter 12, Traffic and Vehicles, Section 12.01.003 of the City Code of 
Ordinances, to include legal wording from state law. Chief Lawhon will provide the 
wording to the City Secretary. 

3. After a lengthy discussion to consider hiring a civil engineering firm to provide plan 
review and inspection services for civil construction activities related to the BGISD bond 
project, it was determined that Claycomb & Associates — the architectural firm for the 
project — has a third-party engineer that they hire to provide these services. Haley Ehly 

made a motion and Jody Gantt seconded to hire Davis & McDill for any future civil 

engineering needs the City may have. 

DISCUSSION 

The Council discussed BGISD’s request for variance from the automatic receptacle control 
requirement prescribed under the 2021 Internation Energy Conservation Code Section C405.11, 
Automatic Receptacle Controls. Gary Garner has already approved the request. 

The Council discussed a request from BGISD for a property line adjustment on Ramsey Street to 
accommodate the construction at the Junior High and High School. BGISD will need to have it 
re-platted and submit to the City for approval. 

The Council discussed creating a UTV Ordinance similar to the Golf Cart Ordinance. Chief 
Lawhon suggested looking up a sample ordinance for unregistered off-road vehicles. He also



expressed concern about the number of kids driving them that don’t have a driver’s license, 
which is against the law. Chief Lawhon said to reference Traffic Code 551a.053 when looking 
into creating a UTV ordinance. 

There was discussion about properties that need to be mowed, and other code compliance issues. 
The council discussed the possibility of using the code compliance officer that the City of Frost 
uses. 

Mayor Mahone updated the council on the TML Small Cities training that she attended in 
Bastrop. She said that it was very informative. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Haley Ehly made a motion, seconded by Jody Gantt, to adjourn the meeting at 7:50 p.m. The 
motion carried. 

Ashtey 


