
CITY OF BLOOMING GROVE 

CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

May 4, 2026 

The City Council of the City of Blooming Grove held a regular meeting on Monday, May 4, 

2026, at City Hall. The meeting was called to order at 6:31 p.m. by Mayor Ashley Mahone. 

ROLL CALL 

Members present were Mayor Ashley Mahone; Council Members Bill Carroll, Renee Watson, 

Haley Ehly, and Jody Gantt; City Secretary Carrie Sweeney and Police Chief T.C. Lawhon. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Renee Watson made a motion, seconded by Haley Ehly, to approve the April meeting minutes. 

The motion carried. 

VISITORS 

Visitors present were Paul Borsellino and Colby Karhan. 

OPEN FORUM 

Paul Barsellino mentioned that there are a lot of lawns around town with tall grass that need to be 

mowed. He also suggested that we add a bluebonnet to the Elevated Storage Tower along with 

the town name. He mentioned that it wasn’t too expensive, he would be willing to help pay for it. 

Colby Karhan wanted to remind everyone that early voting for the run-off election will be May 

18™ through the 22° and Election Day is May 26 

DEPARTMENT REPORTS 

Administration 

City Secretary Carrie Sweeney reported that the sale of Block K has been finalized and the funds 

are being mailed. 

The FY25 Audit was completed on April 16, Carrie will see when Anderson, Marx & Bohl can 

present the audit to the Council. 

Public Safety 

Police Chief T.C. Lawhon reported that there was a small court session in April. He made one 

arrest which involved a foot chase. 

Public Works 

Utility Superintendent Rory Evans was absent and Mayor Pro-Tem Bill Carroll gave an update 

on the Elevated Storage Tank project. He reported that the project is close to completion, and the 

City is still assessing liquidated damages until completion.



Volunteer Reports 

Mayor Mahone reported that the National Honor Society students will start painting the fire 

hydrants on May 11%, 

There will be a community-wide garage sale on June 5™ and 6% 

The Senior Parade will be May 16® at 10 a.m. Vietnam Vets will be the Grand Marshall of the 

parade and any vet is welcome to ride on the float. 

NEW BUSINESS 

1. Haley Ehly made a motion, seconded by Bill Carroll to approve Resolution 824, adopting 

the City’s Public Funds Investment Policy. The motion carried. 

2. Renee Watson made a motion, seconded by Haley Ehly to approve a quote from Mueller, 

Inc for a meter reading software upgrade. Mueller is phasing out the current meter 

reading software, and soon will not offer support for it. The new software will cost 

$2,385.00 annually, a difference of $981.36. The motion carried. 

DISCUSSION 

Mayor Mahone asked Mr. Borsellino if he or his wife had decided if either one of them would be 

willing to serve on the Blooming Housing Authority Board of Directors. He said that he would 

speak to his wife about it and let her know. 

Mayor Mahone informed the Council that since Gary Garner, the Building Inspector is now 

charging for mileage, the mileage cost would be included with the Building Inspection Fee for a 

total of $150.00 per inspection. 

Mayor Pro-Tem Bill Carroll informed the Council that the City has been waiting since August of 

2025 for FEMA to approve the City’s Scope Modification #1 to reduce the scope from three 

generators to two. A consultant to TDEM indicated that FEMA could take as long as two years to 

approve a scope change. Due to rising costs and the delays from FEMA, Mr. Carroll suggested 

two options for the City to explore. The first option being the City purchase a used mobile 

generator that can be used at both pump stations and the wastewater plant, using our electrician 

to install transfer switches at each plant, for an estimated cost of $61,000. The second option is to 

see if United Rentals would issue a purchase credit for some of the $19,000 rental cost of the 

generator that was used on the Elevated Storage Tank project. The estimated cost for this option 

is $58,000. Either option would get the project completed sooner, without the Federal 

procurement and construction regulations and less cost for the City. Mr. Carroll suggested that 

the City explore each option, and take action at the next meeting. 

Mayor Mahone informed the Council that she and Carrie consulted with Texas Parks and 

Wildlife about their Local Parks Grants, which offers a 50% matching grant of up to $150,000 

with the Local Parks Small Community Recreation Grant. The deadline to apply is August 1, 

2026.



Mayor Mahone discussed the 4% of July America 250 Celebration. The parade will start at 10:30 

a.m. The Coyote Squadron will do a fly-over, and Dr. Shellie O'Neal will present Old Glory. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Haley Ehly made a motion, seconded by Renee Watson, to adjourn the meeting at 7:32 p.m. The 

motion carried. 

APPROVED: 

Ashley Mahone, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

Carrie Sweeney, City Secretary 


